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	ROYAL MINISTRY OF

TRADE AND INDUSTRY


	NOTIFICATION TELEX on the EFTA-EC procedure according to Directive 98/34/EC amended by Directive 98/48/EC in the EEA-Agreement laying down a procedure for the exchange of information in the field of technical regulations and of rules on information society services.



	1.
Special code. (This section will be completed by the mission.)



	2.
State:


Norway (N)


	3.a.
ROYAL MINISTRY OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY,


Department for Industrial and Trade Issues


P.O. BOX 8014 DEP


N‑0030  OSLO


Norway



	3.b.
Norwegian Public Roads Administration, Directorate of Public Roads

P.O. Box 8142 Dep.

N-0033 OSLO

         NORWAY



	4.
Notification: (This number will be allocated by the EFTA Surveillance Authority)



	5. Regulation dd.mm.yyyy on amendments in regulation 4 October 1994 no. 918 concerning Motor Vehicle Construction (Forskrift dd.mmm.åååå om endringer i forskrift 4. oktober 1994 nr. 918 om tekniske krav og godkjenning av kjøretøy, deler og utstyr (kjøretøyforskriften).



	6.
Motor vehicles – changes regarding the regulations for setting the permissible maximum laden mass of motorbikes when they are converted to a sidecar motorbike or a trike (section 6-3). Furthermore changes to enable the approval of trailer coupling devices for motorbikes when the motorbike manufacturer has not specified any technical requirements for such devices (sections 10-4, 38-3).

	7.

	8.
Section 6-3: It is suggested that the total permissible maximum laden mass of a sidecar motorbike is set as the sum of the permissible maximum laden mass of the motorbike as guaranteed by the motorbike manufacturer, and the permissible maximum laden mass of the sidecar as guaranteed by the sidecar manufacturer. Likewise it is suggested to permit the permissible maximum laden mass of a motorbike which is converted to a trike (three wheeled motorbike) with a new rear axle to be set in a similar way. This will enable the approval of such converted motorbikes with a new and higher permissible maximum laden mass as guaranteed by the manufacturer of the sidecar/trike conversion set, which is required for the intended use of such motorbikes. 

The current wording in the regulation does not permit a higher permissible mass than the original permissible laden mass as guaranteed by the motorbike manufacturer to be set. This effectively prohibits the approval of sidecar motorbikes and trike conversions in Norway.

The suggested change will make it possible to approve and register new sidecar converted motorbikes and trike converted motorbikes in Norway.

Section 10-4, 38-3: It is suggested that trailer coupling devices for motorbikes registered after 17 June 2003 can be approved even though there are no specifications from the motorbike manufacturer with regard to the type of coupling device, the permissible mass of the trailer and the permissible static vertical load imposed at the coupling point. If there are no such specifications, it is suggested that the permissible laden mass of the trailer is set according to national procedures as specified for motorbikes registered before 17 June 2003. If the manufacturer gives such specifications, these are to be observed.

The current regulation specifies that coupling devices for motor bikes shall be in accordance with directive 97/24/EC chapter 10. This applies even to retrofitted devices. The directive requires the motorbike manufacturer’s specifications with regard to the type of coupling device, the permissible mass of the trailer and the permissible static vertical load imposed at the coupling point to be observed. If the motorbike manufacturer does not specify these requirements, it is not possible to approve even retrofitted coupling devices according to the existing regulation. Since few motorbike manufacturers specify such requirements, it is hardly possible to get a coupling device approved in Norway. The suggested change will allow coupling devices to be approved even if the motorbike manufacturer does not specify the above mentioned requirements.



	9.
The amendment is introduced to enable the approval of sidecar converted motorbikes, motorbikes converted to trikes, and to enable the approval of retro fitted trailer coupling devices for motorbikes.


	10.
The draft proposal is based on the Norwegian Vehicle Construction Regulations.



	11.
No


	12.


	13.
Confidentiality:

No



	14.
No


	15. 

	16. TBT and SPS Aspects:

TBT Aspect

a) 
No

b) 
Should the Member State respond with NO, it indicates the reasons 
that have motivated its decision, please tick below as appropriate:

          i) 
(
The draft is not a technical regulation nor a conformity 
    
          assessment procedure in the sense of Annex 1 of the 
   
          TBT Agreement.


ii)
(
The draft is in conformity with an international 
  

standard.


iii)
X
The draft does not have a significant effect on 
   

international trade. 

SPS Aspect

a) 
No

b) 
Should the Member State respond with NO, it indicates the reasons 
that have motivated its decision. Please tick below as appropriate:

         i) 
X
The draft is not a sanitary or phytosanitary measure in 

          the sense of Annex A of the SPS Agreement.


ii)
(
The content of the draft is in essence the same as the one of an 




          international standard, guideline or recommendation.


iii)
(
The draft does not have a significant effect on 
   

international trade.


	Postal Address:

P.O. Box 8014 Dep.
N-0030 Oslo
Norway
	Office Address:

Einar Gerhardsens pl. 1

(R4)
	Telephone:

+47 22 24 90 90
	Telefax:

+47 22 24 27 62
	Saksbeh.

Hanne Lene Løvseth

tel. 22 24 65 39
	



